You’re invited to begin
a Legacy journey.
Today, you’re invited to respond to God’s generosity with your own—and it all
begins with creating or updating your Will. The process is surprisingly simple
and we can assist you with the next steps.
If you want more information about the Legacy Fund and our guide to planning
charitable gifts, call or email Greg Elzinga at Partners Worldwide at 616-818-4903
or grege@partnersworldwide.org.
We have also partnered with the Barnabas Foundation—a provider of free
resources, calculators, and helpful tax information created with you in mind.
Visit barnabasfoundation.com/yourjourney.
Partners Worldwide began when businesspeople wanted to use
their God-given skills to be part of the solution to ending poverty.

WHAT

HOW

WHO

The only long-term, hands
on global network that uses
business as the way to create
flourishing economic environments for all.

Through partnerships with
community institutions, we
provide mentoring, training,
access to capital, and advocacy
to build up permanent local
capacity.

We connect emerging
entrepreneurs and job creators
with established businesspeople
who all celebrate business as a
calling to do God’s work.

WHERE

WHY

WHEN

Any place in the world where
there is not a robust economic
engine that benefits all people
and where local leaders are
addressing the issues of high
unemployment and poverty.

To end poverty so that all may
have life and have it abundantly.

At a time when most interventions are not systemic and often
perpetuate dependency and
a lack of respect for the innate
capability of all humanity.
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ISAIAH 65:22

My chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.

What does it
look like to leave
a Legacy gift?
A gift left for an organization in your Will or Estate Plan is also referred
to as a Legacy gift. It’s often given by an individual or family who wishes
to continue supporting a cause they believe in after they’ve passed
on—extending their impact for years to come. It is an expression
of love, honor, and worship to God for a lifetime of blessings on our
families, work, church, memories, passions, and lives.

Leaving
a Legacy
Through
Your Will

Isaiah 65 paints a vision of “the new heaven and the new earth” where
our world is restored and whole. When you remember Partners
Worldwide in your Will with a gift to the Legacy Fund, you help
ensure this work of restoration and wholeness is sustained for years
to come—work that made it possible for the young boy pictured
to the left to go back to high school because his parents’ dairy
business grew to new heights. And you make it clear to your loved
ones that you’re leaving a legacy to show the work Christ has done
in your life. It’s a statement that will echo for generations—you are
faithfully pursuing a world without poverty.

Why is having a Will so important?

A Will as worship.
For many people, a Will is an expression of their belief that
God owns everything and wants us to manage the resources
God entrusts to us before we pass away. Did you know that
your Will can be much more than a legal document? It can
become an act of worship because it gives an opportunity to
reflect the many ways God has blessed you in your lifetime.
Here are several reasons why it’s
important to create or update a Will:
• You decide who will be the next steward of the resources 		
God has entrusted to you.
• An up-to-date Will reflects changes in your family, financial 		
situation, or tax laws.
• You determine who will care for your children and how 		
your assets should be distributed.
• You can help your favorite charitable organizations,
creating eternal impact and ensuring the ministry
continues for years to come.
• Your family will avoid unnecessary costs and hassle.
• You will have peace of mind knowing that your
“house” is in order.
• You ensure your Will or Estate Plan is a true representation
of what is most important to you—a legacy for future
generations.

Time for an update?
Do you already have a Will or Estate Plan? (If Partners Worldwide
is already in it—thank you! We are grateful that you’ve
thought of us.) However, nearly 70% of adults do not have
an up-to-date Will. So it may be a good time to consider how
long it’s been since you last updated your Will. Sometimes
unexpected life events or tax laws can affect the relevancy
of your Will, making it timely for a review and update.

Things to reflect on.
Here may be some other important questions for you to
think through:
• Does my Will reflect what’s most important to me and
my family?
• What kind of legacy do I want to leave for my children?
• How would an inheritance left to my children impact
their lifestyle?
• What are the beliefs and values I want to pass along to
the next generation?
• Does my Will reflect my love for my church and favorite 		
ministry organizations?
• What do I most want to be remembered for?

A Legacy gift doesn’t have
to be a grand gesture.
Many people have been blessed to discover that a gift in
their Will doesn’t have to be large to make a difference.
A small percentage of what’s left after your loved ones are
provided for can leave a legacy for many years by providing
a sustainable solution to ending poverty.
For more information about the Legacy Fund, or the next steps
in planning your Will or Estate Plan, contact Greg Elzinga at
616-818-4903 or grege@partnersworldwide.org.
We have partnered with the Barnabas Foundation, a provider
of resources and services to come alongside individuals and
assist in ways to honor and glorify God with their wealth
and assets. If you would like more information, please visit
barnabasfoundation.com/yourjourney for helpful resources.
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for good.
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Worldwide

Photo from Enlace, a local partner in El Salvador.

We have a history of
impacting the future.
Partners Worldwide began in 1994 with a simple question: “Is there
a way for businesspeople to become part of the solution to ending
poverty?” By God’s grace, we have grown significantly since then—
having activated partnerships in over 27 countries around the world
and have created and sustained over 100,000 jobs.
We are dreaming of a world without poverty so that all may have life
and have it abundantly and making every effort to make that a reality.
We do this through a unique model and a faith-centered mission. With
audacious goals, a spiritual framework, and a growing network, we offer
many ways to support our mission and momentum.
Because you share our bold vision and mission, we invite you to join us
in the fight against poverty by including the Partners Worldwide Legacy
Fund in your Will—a Legacy gift. A Legacy gift is an expression of love,
honor, and worship to God for a lifetime of blessings on our families,
work, church, memories, passions, and lives.

Vision
2020

Our vision
for the future.
Isaiah 65 says, “No longer will they build houses and others live in them,
or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of
my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands.”
With a strong network, and a model that’s working across the globe,
we believe anything is possible. That’s the reason for Vision 2020—a
plan to multiply our impact, strategically and fearlessly. The goal?
To mobilize 100+ partnerships that use business as the way to end
poverty and catalyze job creators in communities of high unemployment
and poverty around the globe, targeting a ten-fold increase in jobs
created and sustained.
The Legacy Fund supports our initiatives, like Vision 2020, to make
Kingdom impacts now and in the future. With a Legacy gift, you help
make possible these plans and embolden a dream of jubilee where
all people are reconciled and can enjoy the work of their hands.

Leave
Your
Legacy

EPHESIANS 2:10

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Impact lives
for generations
to come.
When you include Partners Worldwide in your Will or Estate Plan, you
help ensure our mission is sustained for years and years to come. It’s a
statement that will echo for generations—you are faithfully pursuing
a world without poverty. Your Legacy gift gives us confidence that
our future is indeed bright and the story will be told of God at work
through us.
If you want to know more about how to remember Partners Worldwide
in your Will or Estate Plan, contact Greg Elzinga at Partners Worldwide
at 616-818-4903.
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Your planning guide for charitable gifts.

The information in this pamphlet is provided by Barnabas
Foundation, our partner in assisting people with Will and
Estate Planning. We are very grateful for their partnership.

Gift planning for
your favorite charities.
There are certain times and events in your life when
planning for future charitable donations not only creates a
great benefit or your favorite charities, but also provides a
positive, current tax benefit or you. Significa t events may
include selling a business or farm, or developing a plan for
retirement income, and these are excellent opportunities to
consider a planned gift.
Planned gifts may be made either during your lifetime or
after you pass away. They usually involve the assistance of
professionals such as an accountant, attorney, or financial
planner.
A best kept secret: your charitable gift from a Will or Trust
can eliminate the hidden double tax. An IRA, 401K or other
tax-deferred asset can be taxed twice after your passing and
both income tax and estate tax may result in over 70% tax
liability. With a gift to a charity, you can eliminate both taxes.
Estate Planning
A Will is a legal document that expresses your direction for
distribution of your property at the time of your passing. It
is a fundamental part of an Estate Plan which should also
include Powers of Attorney for finan e and healthcare.
Here are some ideas for charitable
giving through your Estate Plan.
• You can add a charitable bequest of a certain percentage 		
of your estate
• Including a charity as part of an equal share distribution 		
along with your children or other family members

• Deciding how much is enough for your children, then 		
giving the remainder to a charity
• You may decide to give all of your estate to a charity if
you do not have children or others you wish to leave your 		
estate to, or do not feel your children need the assets
• Giving your retirement assets or other tax-deferred assets 		
are often the best to give to charity because charities do 		
not have to pay the income tax liability on retirement assets
Estate planning is the process of deciding where you assets
should be distributed after you pass away. The plan is
implemented through a Will or Revocable Living Trust.
For many people, a Revocable Living Trust is an excellent
tool through which to implement an Estate Plan. Like a Will,
a Trust makes provisions for the transfer of our assets at
the time of your passing. Unlike a Will, assets in a Trust are
usually not subject to the costs and delays of probate. And
during your lifetime, the Trust remains under your control.

Charitable gifts other than cash.
Most gifts received by charities are in the form of cash, but
there are other assets that may be more tax-effici t to give
than cash. Those include:
• Stock and other securities
• Real estate
• Business interests
• Commodities (like grain, fruit, nuts, etc.)
• Life insurance
• Tangible personal property
• IRA or other retirement assets
• Bequest from a Will or Trust

Lifetime gift-giving options.
Stewards Fund
Offered through the Barnabas Foundation, the Stewards
Fund is one of the best ways to maximize and simplify your
charitable giving. The fund allows you to make a single gift
to the Barnabas Foundation and decide later how you want
to distribute the funds to your favorite charities. You receive
an immediate tax benefit and a e left with plenty of time to

determine which charities you want to support.
Visit barnabasfoundation.com for more information.
Charitable Lead Trust
A Charitable Lead Trust allows you to make a substantial
gift to charity while passing much of your estate to your
children, free of estate tax. With this type of Trust, you
provide an income amount to be paid to charity for a period
of years or for your lifetime. At the termination of your Trust,
assets will be distributed to your family and depending on
the terms, estate tax will be reduced or eliminated.
Life Income Agreements
With a Life Income Agreement, you make a charitable gift of
cash or other property and receive an immediate tax deduction
while receiving an income for life, with the remainder going
to your favorite charities at the time of your passing.
Charitable Gift Annuity
A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract between you and a
charity that provides guaranteed fi ed payments for life.
You receive a charitable deduction at the time of funding
the Annuity and the annual payment percentage is based
on your age at the time the gift is made. A portion of each
payment is tax-free and when you pass away, the charity
receives the balance of the Annuity.
Charitable Remainder Trust
A Charitable Remainder Trust is an arrangement that provides
payments to you for life or a specified pe iod of years. At
the end of the term, the remaining balance in the Trust is
distributed to charities of your choice and at the time of
the gift to the Trust, you receive a charitable tax deduction.
Charitable Trusts must be administered according to a set
of strict IRS requirements.
Plan your giving.
When you plan your giving there are significa t benefits or
both you and the charities that are important to you. Key
elements involved in the planning process are information
about your situation and family needs, knowledge of current
taxation requirements, and gift options available to you.
We partner with the Barnabas Foundation, which can help
you through this important planning process.
Visit barnabasfoundation.com for more information.
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